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Ha p penings 

Back in TVN #4, I editorialized that "... the corporate attorneys have 
better things to do than to . . . prosecute some poor schraoe who has a few 
tapes (or even a few dozen tapes! which he is keeping purely for his own 
enjoyment and that of his friends." Naivete lives! As the cover of this 
issue indicates, either (1) corporate attorneys do not have better things 

imagined, or 13) I am something other than the garden variety poor schmoe. 
The latter possibility, being perhaps the more personally flattering, is 
a tempting one to embrace, but .... well, you figure it out. A full re- 
port of my adventures begins on the next paqe. Draw your own conclusions. 
Someone who has a more grim view of human nature than my own might see 
it as a heavy handed attempt to intimidate a soft target and nip the 
fledgling interests of the home video hobbyist in the bud. And yet if 
this is the case, I can only remark that the sale of over 30,000 Betamax 
Video recorders in this country and the prospect of many more such sales 
would seem to make such an attempt very postmature indeed, the "bud* being 
new as much a part of history as is "Holmes and ioyo." 



Last issue I asked you to let me know if you would be interested in buying 
tape through a cooperative on a case-a-month basis . Several of you have 
given me a positive response on thia, and I had hoped to have it firmed 
up by now. However, the SCOTCH brand tape has been delayed once more, this 
time until June, so plans on bulk purchases will have to be shelved for a 
while. I will keep you posted on this. In the meantime I would like to 
report once again that I stilLget excellent service from: Tape City, Inc. 
404 Park Ave. South, N.V.,H.V. 10016. They will sell you a case o£ 12 
Sony Betamax K-60 cassettes postpaid for S162. That's S13.50 per. I send 
them a bank money order and the LPS delivers the tape 7 or B days later! 




Capsule Review: "NETWORK' I looked forward to this film with much antici- 
pation and having seen it can only say that it is time 

for someone to step forward and pan it for the ludicrous doa-of-a-movio 
that it is. All the critics are raving ... but I thought it'was really poor! 
I say this not because I am a TV addict; I'll be the first to be critical 
of network programming bosses, but really ... negotiating with terrorists?, 
killing an anchorman on the air? The whole thing was too incredible to be 
enjoyed as either a serious comment or a comedy, try as you might. 
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Over the weekend attorneys for Sony called me from New York to find out 
what it was all about. I informed them that my sympathies were with their 
side of the case even though I was technically being asked to testify as 
a witness for the plaintiff. On Monday I learned that a Mr. Kroft, repre- 
senting Universal and Disney would be flying in from California to conduct 
the deposition. Legally, I had several avenues open to me. I could file 
a motion to quash the subpoena (Isn't that a great word7) , or file objec- 
tions to producing particular documents. Either of these might have been 
a successful delaying tactic, but I opted to go ahead and appear for the 
deposition and take the uos it. ion that much of what Universal/Disney sought 
to discover from me was none of their business ( or if you prefer legalese 
... was not relevant or material to the issues of the case). 
At the appointed hour on Friday, February 25, three gentlemen in snappy 
suits (Hon. Stephen A, Kroft, representing Universal and Disney, Hon. 
Frank R. Rosiny, representing Sony, and your humble editor) together with 
a court reporter, who was pretty snappy herself, all sat down in the con- 
ference room of a local law office. During the course of the next four 
and one-half hours, I freely described my activities as an individual and 
also as publisher of this newsletter. I confirmed that I had, in fact, 
made off-the-air copies of material with respect to which Universal 
Studios or Walt Disney hold the copyright. I also outlined in a general 
way my intentions with respect to trading .tapes with others, but all the 
while emphasizing that it was all for nonprofit purposes. 
I declined to produce a detailed list of my tape collection, my mailing 
list and copies of the correspondence that 1 have had with many of you. 
Accordingly, Mr. Kroft reserved his right to seek an order in the federal 
District Court for the Northern District of Florida compelling me to 
answer questions and produce documents with respect to these items. If 
this occurs, it will problably be sometime the latter part of April. 
Assuming that Universal/Disney choose to press the matter, and are able 
to convince the court that the specifics of my personal lists and corres- 
pondence are material to their case, I would once again be at a point of 
decision. I could appeal the court order, and drag things out indefinitely, 
though at some expense, or I could be stubborn, keep mum, and risk being 
held in contempt of court. While I have no desire to become a cause 
celebre over this silly law suit, I do feel a strong duty to protect the 
confidence of those who have trusted me ... and besides that I just can't 
bring myself to accept the notion that a corporate combine can send agents 
around the country, selecting consumers of another corporation's product 
and rightfully demanding to examine the private contents of their personal 
effects, anymore than I can walk next door and demand to see the contents 
of my neighbor's refrigerator just because I might happen to be engaged 
in a dispute with the Koolzmorr Refrigerator Company. 

Anyway ... following our little get together I sent a form memorandum to 
each person whose name and address have appeared within these pages, ad- 
vising them of what had transpired. The transcript of my testimony runs 
160 pages and (for the more affluent among you] a copy can be purchased 
at 75^ a page (ouch!) from; Accurate Ster.otypc Reporters, 

Fla. For the rest of you, I 

herewith present a few excerpts. I hesitate to go on and on about this 
little adventure, taking up space that could be given over to the many 
news items and other tidbits that have been sent in, so I have kept these 

the omission of what may have been many pages of testimony between the 
passages that are reproduced here. 



The "industrial" version of the Betamax is now herel This is the model 
SLG-260, mentioned on page 4 last issue. It has all the features expected,, 
and so far as I know lists for the $1445 previously stated* It is sub- 
stantially the same Betamax deck that most of you have, but with added 
features (camera input jack, audio dubbing button, audio level meter, 
audio level control and limiter switch, plus microphone and headphone 
jacks) which were anticipated by the design of our models. Notice that 
where your deck has a blank space, this one has a switch, jack, button, 
etc* Is this the machine we really want? Who knows? I expect to wait for 
the two hour system (announced elsewhere in these pages) before making 
another move* Thanks go to Henry's Camera in Los Angeles for sending me 
the brochure on this model, a portion of which is reproduced below* 
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PILCT Lamp 
TRACKING Control 
POWER Button 
PAUSE Switch 
RECORD Lamp 
Cassette Companment 
RECORD Button 
PROGRAM SELECTor 
AUDIO Leva I Meter 
Taps OOUNTER/flewt Sutton 
AUDIO Level Control 
Audio LfMlTER Switch 
MEMORY Switch 
INPUT SELECTpr 
AFT Butlon 

VHF Channel Indicator 
VHF Fine Tuning Kncb 
VHF Channel Selector 
JHF Channel Indicator 
UHF Fine Tuning Knob 
UHF Channel Selector 
AUDIO DUBbirg Button 
Microphone Jack 
Fast Forward Button [F FlWD] 
PLAY Button 
STOP Button 
REWIND Button 
EJECT Butlon 
STAND BY Lamp 
HEADPHONES Jack 



RF Unit Compartment 
[VHF UNIT IN] 

.VIDEO IN/OUT Cennactor 
AUDIO LINE IN/OUT Connector 
VHF OUT Connector 

_ VHF Antenna Terminal [VHF IN] 

.UHF Antenna Terminals [UHF IN] 

. AC Power Cord 
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Sony stock was the most active issue on the New York Stock Exchange, 
February 2, after an announcement that it, in cooperation with Toshiba 
and Sanyo, have developed a two-hour video cassette system that will 
allow interchangeable use of all three companies video cassette tapes. 
Marketing is set to begin in Japan in April. The Wall Street Journal 
reports that the system will sell for the equivalent of $940, and the 
for $14. 

id nearly simultaneous, release, Zenith announced that it 
has agreed to adopt the Betamax format for a new VTR that it plans to 
market in the fall. All of this, plus RCA's plans, is summed up in an 
article sent to me by Hal Scheie, which appeared in Merchandising maga- 
zine. Herewith, that article: [Thanks, Hal!) 



Zenith-Sony VTR license deal, RCA plans 
bring videocassette field into sharper focus 
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ired by Pioneer of Japan, that k 
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successful, the system will be the first large- 
scale application of pay-per-view capability, 
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up also notes that video game manufacturer atari 
Ly been purchased by Warner Communications. 



MORE LAWSUIT NEWS : Harold Wither spor-n :;i lli. -.V. ::. ■: . , : t. " sends me 

a clipping from Billboard which states that. :-. :-i;;tk;n 
by Sony to dismiss the Universal/Disney/Sony suit was to have been heard 
March 14 in Los Angeles. I hadn't heard any more on this at press time. 
... Bruce Apar, writing in i!n' ■: ■ . ■ ■ "The lawsuit is 

ludicrous and, for MCA's part, as transparent as its Discoviaion videodisc. 
Ludicrous because taping a broadcast without intent to profit does not — 
and should not-- violate any copyright law. Even in the inevitable instances 
that Betamax-taped programs are pirated, Sony surely isn't liable. If it 
were, where would that leave any maker of audiotape equipment? The action 
against Sony is transparent because through it one can sense MCA has 
broken out into a corporate sweat over the sales strides Betamax is making. 
Its creaky attempt to impede Sony's rapid advance on the marketplace 
fairly shout out, 'We're worried!'" (MCA is the parent corp. of Universal) 
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ITEM: I continue to get much support and lengthy letters from Marc Wielage, 

a veritable fountain of information. He recently advised that "If 
any readers of TVN would like to voice their opinions to our Japanese 
friends, I would suggest writing to: Sony Corp., Attn. Mr. Maaa Namiki, 
National Marketing Manager, 9 West 57th St., N.Y.,n.y. 10019. Nag him 
about the longer tape, etc., and maybe, just maybe it'll do some good." 

r*** ***** * ************ ************* ************ ************** ******************; 

STILL MORE I thought you might be interested in an excerpt from the 
LAWSUIT NEWS: "Answer" filed by Sony attorneys in response to the charges 
alleged by attorneys for Universal Studios and Walt Disney: 
"The right of the people to receive and to record in the privacy of their 
homes, without making any commercial use thereof, communications trans- 
mitted over the public airwaves is protected from governmental interference 
by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. The 
Copyright Act does not prohibit such use of broadcast communications, and if 
it were construed to prohibit it, the statute as so applied would be 
unconstitutional. 11 

... or, after pointing out that Universal (MCA) is planning to market the 
video disk player : 

"By this action plaintiffs are seeking to enforce their copyrights in 
motion pictures not for the protection of the contents thereof, but for 
the ulterior purpose of pre-empting the market in audio-visual playback 
machines for the disc machine in which MCA has a substantial investment, 
and to deprive the public of the benefit of a technological advance 
which MCA has been unable to achieve." 
******************************************************************************* 

TIP: Every couple of weeks or so I either send or receive a tape in the 

mail. If you are doing this on a regular basis, the following advice 
may be of interest: 

1. Use a padded mailer, preferably the kind that has little plastic 
bubbly paper inside. They are available at office supply stores [and 

some post offices) . The size "0" is just right for one tape (K-60, Betamax) . 

2. Wrap the tape in a section of newspaper and tape the paper tight 
before putting it in the mailer. This helps protect the tape even more 

and also keeps it from rattling around quite so much. -(This is particularly 

important if the padded mailer you use is of the type that has shredded 

paper in it rather than the plastic bubbles; if the lining of the inside 

of the mailer breaks open you risk getting a lot of dust in the cassette.) 

3. Use the Special 4th Class Rate for mailing. It's only 2 5ji for a 
padded mailer containg one tape, or 35^ for one containing two tapes. 
Just write on the outside of the mailer "Special 4th Class Bate: Tape 
Recording" and you're all set. Of course insurance is extra if you want. 

************* ************************ ****************************************** 

CIRCULATION : TVN #5 went to some 170+. Most subscriptions expired, and are 

being renewed everyday. Initial mailing of #6 will be about 100. 

DEADLINE : Ads and contributions for #7 3hould reach me by May 11, or so. 



Much that was hoped and promised for this issue got left out again. So ... 
Coming U£ in Future Issues : (Notice that I wised up and stopped saying 
"next issue 11 ') The Betamax counter/time elapsed/time remaining chart, an 
index of the Amos and Andy Show, more on collecting commercials, a surprise 
cover directly from Hooterville, and ... if you coax me, the Video "Buff 
of the Month". Thanks to Jim Gibbon and Edgar Gelinas, and also to Bob 
for the Miss Court double feature, and until next time 




